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versation and customs.
"In some ways we geisha have a language and
customs of our own. Or rather we used to have.
The old-fashioned and lower class geisha still cling
to some of the old ideas. Still we all use the old
solution for names. We meet so many men when
we go to four or five parties a night that it just
couldn't be expected that we would remember the
names of everybody, so when we first meet a
client we generally call him "nii-san" (Mr. or
Honourable Brother). Then, as the party pro-
gresses, and the sake has made even the stiffest
relax, we give the client a nickname if he seems
to be the sort who might be amused by it. Such
names as Haa-San (Mr. Nose) and Tsu-San (Mr.
Baldhead) are quite common. Old customers
whose names we get to know, we may call by part
of their name. Mr. Suzuki, for instance, might
become Mr. Su, and Mr. Ono, Mr. O," said
Tsuruko.
"Many of the old geisha customs and words
developed because of superstitions, but most of
us, at least in Shimbashi, are too well educated to
pay much attention to these things any more/*
said Tsuruko. Hdwever, until a recent law due
to the national emergency was enacted, -three salt
mounds were set in the entrance doorways of